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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE
HEARING LOSS ASSOCIATION OF SARASOTA

ANNUAL ELECTION AND HOLIDAY PARTY

AT THE SELBY PUBLIC LIBRARY AUDITORIUM

DECEMBER 19, 2007

                 1:30 – 3:30 P.M.

THIS EVENT WILL BE POT LUCK.  PLEASE BRING A PLATE OF YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY FINGER FOOD, SUCH AS APPETIZER, SANDWICHES, FRUIT, CRACKERS, CANDY, COOKIES, BARS, ETC.  BEVERAGES WILL BE PROVIDED.

\

FREE LIPREADING CLASSES

WEDNESDAY  JANUARY 23 – MARCH 19, 2008
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Register by phone or in person.  ACEC office hours are 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM.  Call 361-6590 for holiday hours.

For more information go to www.ace-sarasota.com
Adult & Community Education Center

1086 South Shade Avenue

Located 1 block north of Bahia Vista St. on the west side of Shade.

Classes fill early, so don’t delay!

SAVE THESE DATES:

Hearing Loss Association of America 
Convention 2008

JUNE 12 – 15, 2008

RENO, NEVADA
FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO:

www.hearingloss.org/convention

FCCDHH NEWS
The FCCDHH (Florida Coordinating

Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing) held its quarterly meeting on Nov. 8-9th in The Villages, FL, a 55+ community near Ocala. Joan Haber, chapter member of the Hearing Loss Association of Sarasota, is the chairperson of the FCCDHH Council. The Council was established in 2004 by the Florida legislature to serve as an advisory and co​ordinating body which recommends policies that address the needs of Floridians with hearing loss.

The meeting began with a presentation by Dr. David G. Myers, of Holland, MI., one of the leading experts in the field of looping systems and telecoil usage. He gave a PowerPoint presentation on the many applications of looping systems and how people can increase their ability to hear in public places with something as simple and efficient as the tele​coil in their hearing aids and cochlear implants. To learn more about Dr. Myers' work, visit

www. hearingloop. org.
The Council is currently working on improving access to effective communication in the legal system. A task force has been formed to co​ordinate the efforts of the court system, lawyers, jails and prisons, and police and highway safety offices. Their work is ongoing and the goal is to initiate statewide training as to the correct way to accommodate people with hearing loss.

In January of 2008, the Council will be producing a training video which is the culmination of the Medical Accessibility Task Force, begun in 2005. This video will be available to all hospital per​sonnel and people with hearing loss who want to advocate for better access to communication in medical settings. The chapter will be notified when the video is available.

The public hearing, held on Thurs. Nov. 8 from 4-6 was well attended by about 50 residents of The Villages. Most of the issues focused on the lack of qualified sign language interpreters and the fact that doctors and lawyers continue to refuse to pay 
for the services of interpreters for their clients. Many residents pointed out that none of the movies 
shown at the two theaters in The Villages are captioned. Concerns were raised about lack of funding for deaf and hard of hearing service centers around the state, which makes it difficult to provide adequate direct services to the people who need them.

The next quarterly meeting of the FCCDHH will be held in Daytona Beach on Feb. 21-22, 2008. The FCCDHH will be coming to Sarasota for its meeting on May 8-9, 2008. If you have any questions about the Council, please email Joan Haber at joan1@comcast.net or phone at 941-921-9197.

Contributed by Joan Haber.
BE AN ADVOCATE FOR CAPTIONING

SNN News 6 does not caption local news!
Complain by writing:

Lindfa Desmarais, GM

SNN News 6

1741 Main St.

Sarasota, FL  34236
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State settles disability access issue lawsuit

Paves the way for accommodations for all deaf lawyers

By Jan Pudlow

Senior Editor

Scott Harrison, a deaf lawyer in solo practice who sued the state because he was denied real-time court reporting services in criminal trials, has reached a settlement that will give him the accommodation he sought.

A week later, on November 5, Chief Justice Fred Lewis approved new guidelines that spell out attorneys who are deaf or hard of hearing will now be provided with real-time court reporting services at court expense in county and circuit court criminal trials.

The new guidelines go on to say that real-time court reporting services in "other county and circuit court criminal proceedings in which the court is already providing court reporting services to comply with constitutional requirements will be considered on a case-by-case basis."

Submitted by Barbara Chertok

TLC Testing New Program To Help Hearing-impaired

Riders

November 26, 2007

The Taxi and Limousine Commission is testing out a program designed to help hearing impaired riders.

They're installing an induction loop system in cabs that would allow passengers with hearing aids to tune in specifically to the drivers voice.

TLC Commissioner Matthew Daus says the technology has been successfully used in other parts of the world and they're eager to test it out here in the city.

The program was approved last month.

Participating cabs will have signs saying they are equipped with the technology.

Janice L. Schacter, Chair Hearing Access Program

Submitted by: Barbara Chertok

